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A magical place...
The Hotel Chimayó de Santa Fe offers 
visitors a glimpse into the magical 
culture of Chimayó, a distinctive 
community in Northern New Mexico. 
Chimayó is a historical agricultural 
community nestled in the foothills of 
the Sangre de Cristo mountains 30 
minutes North of Santa Fe. Founded 
in the 17th century as a traditional 
fortified central plaza, the close-knit 
community of Chimayó is centered 
around rich, time-honored artistic and 
culinary traditions, spiritual devotion 
and familial bonds. 

El Santuario de Chimayó chapel

www.HotelChimayo.com
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A hotel 
		   with the heart of a community...

The new Hotel Chimayó de Santa Fe embraces the heritage 
and traditions of Chimayó. The mission of the hotel and it’s 
parent company, Heritage Hotels and Resorts, is to help 
inform the public about the history and culture of Chimayó 
and to preserve the original community heritage for future 
generations.

A percentage of the hotel’s room revenue profits will be 
donated to the Chimayó Cultural Preservation Association. 
This association works to preserve the culture of Chimayó by 
building an archive of historical photographs and documents, 
gathering oral histories, maintaining historic buildings and 
increasing community awareness of local history and culture. 
Visitors may also make additional donations to the association. 
www.Chimayómuseum.org/public_html2/ccpa.html 

http://www.chimayomuseum.org/public_html2/ccpa.html 
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An authentic experience...
The ambiance at the Hotel Chimayó de Santa Fe welcomes 
visitors into a warm inviting décor that celebrates the 
unique heritage of Chimayó. The enchanting guest room 
suites feature bancos, fireplaces, private or communal 
balconies and separate living rooms centered around an 
open-air plaza patio. 

Visitors to Hotel Chimayó will encounter a variety of custom 
authentic artwork. More than 70 artists from Chimayó 
contributed to the hotel’s decor. The story of Chimayó 
unfolds throughout the decorative elements in the hotel’s 
rooms and public areas and each room contains original 
artwork from Chimayó artists and community members.  

SPecial devotional decor in common areas

Custom furnishing in rooms
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Faith and devotion...

Each year thousands pilgrimage to the Santuario 
de Chimayó seeking healing miracles from the 
little well of sacred red dirt located in a room 
adjacent to the chapel which was built on a 
sacred Native American site in the 1800s. Often 
called “the Lourdes of America,” the humble 
Santuario inspires visitors and residents to 
display crosses tacked to tree roots, on chain 
link fences and throughout the area. Some 
visitors leave their crutches and splints behind in 
the chapel as a testament to their recovery.

“If you are a stranger, if you are weary from the struggles in 
life, whether you have a handicap, whether you have a broken 
heart, follow the long mountain road, find a home in Chimayó.”
-Poem inside the Santuario de Chimayó

Stick crosses in Chimayó Rosaries in devotional banco

Alter in Santuario de Chimayó
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Chimayó community members crafted 500 hand-made 
crosses from found materials to adorn the fireplace 
mantels in each hotel room.   

Heritage Hotels & Resorts offers turn-key group religious/
spiritual tours of Northern New Mexico in partnership with 
professional tour operators.

A 12-foot high cross made from a single piece of 
cedar wood stands in the upper courtyard of the 
hotel’s plaza. In Chimayó, crosses are a prolific 
symbol of faith. During Good Friday, some faithful 
carry crosses on a pilgrimage walk up to the 
Santuario and then leave them behind. 

Crosses in Chimayó, NM

Divine design...

Hotel Chimayó Courtyard

Hand-Crafted 
crosses in Hotel 
Chimayó Rooms
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Hand-crafted historical details...
Authenticity is central to the hotel’s design. The intricate details of elements in the hotel’s 
furnishings further help to tell the story of Chimayó. The use of traditional building and 
construction techniques and materials from artistic direction based on historical attributes is 
utilized to enhance the authenticity of the ambiance. 

Light fixture in hotel roomsLight fixture in Chimayó’s 18th Century  Oratorio 
(private chapel in Chimayó plaza)
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Woven in time and tradition...

Weavings designed and crafted by award-winning Chimayó artists adorn the lobby and hotel rooms. 
Northern New Mexican artists include: Irvin Trujillo* from Centinela Traditional Arts, Robert Ortega from 
Ortega’s Weaving Shop, Karen Martinez and Carlos Martinez. The colors inspiring the room decor represents 
the natural wool colors of the Churro sheep originally brought by Spanish settlers in the 17th century. 
*Pictured

The craft of weaving was brought to Chimayó in the 1700’s by the villagers’ Spanish colonial ancestors. 
Today, many Chimayó artists preserve the time-honored traditional weaving styles of Chimayó/Rio Grande 
by using local wools and natural dyes in the process of making intricately woven crafts. 
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Rich flavors - simple plates....
The restaurant at Hotel Chimayó de Santa Fe will feature simple, traditional New Mexican home cooking 
much like abuela’s (grandmother’s) kitchen in an atmosphere of rustic intimacy. Heritage Hotels and Resorts 
has commissioned a local agricultural grower to produce the infamous Chimayó chile which was nearly 
extinct. The Chimayó chile is a small heirloom chile known for a distinctive robust flavor. The restaurant at 
the Hotel Chimayó de Santa Fe is the exclusive location in Santa Fe where visitors can sample authentic 
Chimayó chile in rustic village foods using traditional recipes handed down for many generations. 
*The first crop of authentic Chimayó chile will be available in the fall of 2011.

Chile ristras Chile Crop Chimayó hot dog roadside harvest for sale
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Celebrating the art of the cruise...
Low ‘n Slow Lowrider Bar at the Hotel Chimayó de Santa 
Fe features authentic lowrider elements crafted by 
Chimayó specialists. Named after the book “Low ‘n Slow 
– Lowriding in New Mexico” by Jack Parsons and Carmella 
Padilla, the bar is designed to capture the essence of the 
low-rider culture ― its exuberance, style and artistry. On 
the street outside the bar will be an exclusive “Lowrider 
Only” reserved parking space. The bar will showcase Jack 
Parson’s photos, diamond-tuck upholstery, light fixtures 
made of hub caps and mufflers, tables made of chromed 
chain-link steering wheels and other elements crafted by 
Chimayó craftsmen. The bar represents lowrider traditions 
that are a tribute to New Mexico’s Hispanic cultural pride 
and individuality.  Sample innovative concoctions from 
award-winning mixologists and nibble on authentic home 
comfort-food plates from our restaurant.
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Explore Chimayó...
The Hotel Chimayó de Santa Fe is but a starting place for visitors 
to explore the art, heritage and community of Chimayó. Visitors are 
encourage to journey to Chimayó, just 30 minutes North of Santa Fe, and 
take a guided or self-discovery tour of Chimayó’s rich culture and history. 
Self-guided Chimayó tour maps are available at the hotel. Contact 
Lorraine Vigil for customized guided group tours of Chimayó 
mlvculturalservices@yahoo.com 505-614-6462
www.chimayotours.com. 

Recommended References: 
•	 “Sabino’s Map: Life in Chimayó’s Old Plaza” Don J. Unser ©1995 Museum of New Mexico Press 
•	 “Low ‘n slow: Lowriding in New Mexico” Jack Parsons & Carmella Padilla ©1999 Museum of New Mexico Press 

•	 “The Centinela Weavers of Chimayó” Mary Terence McKay & Lisa Trujillo ©1999 Centinela Traditional Arts

•	 Chimayó Association of Businesses: www.Chimayó.us

•	 Chimayó Museum: www.Chimayómuseum.org

•	 Archdioceses of Santa Fe: www.archdiocesesantafe.org/AboutASF/Chimayó.html

•	 Chimayó Cultural Preservation Association: www.Chimayómuseum.org/public_html2/ccpa.html

Lorraine Vigil, wood artist & 
Chimayó tour guide

mailto:mlvculturalservices@yahoo.com
www.chimayotours.com
http://www.chimayo.us
http://www.chimayomuseum.org
http://www.archdiocesesantafe.org/AboutASF/Chimayo.html
http://www.chimayomuseum.org/public_html2/ccpa.html
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Hotel Chimayó de Santa Fe
Formerly Hotel Plaza Real

A Heritage Hotels & Resorts Property
Located in downtown Santa Fe in the 
historic Santa Fe Plaza 
Address: 	 125 Washington Ave
		  Santa Fe, NM 87501
Phone: 		 505-988-4900 
Toll Free: 	 1-855-752-9273  
Fax: 		  505-983-9322
E-mail: 		 hotelChimayó@hhandr.com

Website: 	 www.hotelChimayó.com

Total Rooms: 56  Suites: 50

Hotel particulars...
The hotel was originally built in 1991, the hotel remodel 
complete in September 2011. Many hotel suites have wood-
burning fireplaces and private outdoor patio seating. 

The full-service hotel has a restaurant and Low ‘n Slow 
Lowrider Bar with both indoor and outdoor patio seating. 
The bar and restaurant are available for group rentals. 

Media Contact: Maresa Thompson, Heritage Hotels & Resorts: 
mthompson@hhandr.com 505-998-5423
High-resolution photos, interviews, quotes, artist and 
community contacts and site tours are available upon request.

hotel

mailto:hotelchimayo@hhandr.com
http://www.hotelchimayo.com
mailto:mthompson%40hhandr.com?subject=Hotel%20Chimayo%20Media%20Inquiry


mailto:mlvculturalservices@yahoo.com
http://www.chimayotours.com 
http://www.chimayomuseum.org/public_html2/ccpa.html
http://www.krislajeskiedesign.com/
 http://www.chimayoweavers.com/
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Introducing the new Hotel Chimayo de Santa Fe 
Newly remodeled Downtown Santa Fe hotel celebrates the culture of Chimayo, New Mexico 

SANTA FE, NM  -- Heritage Hotels and Resorts has completed the renovation of the Hotel Plaza Real. The newly opened 
Hotel Chimayó de Santa Fe (www.hotelchimayo.com) offers visitors a glimpse into the magical culture of Chimayó, a 
distinctive community in Northern New Mexico.  

Chimayó is a historical agricultural community nestled in the foothills of the Sangre de Cristo mountains just 30 minutes 
North of Santa Fe. Founded in the 17th century as a traditional fortified central plaza, the close-knit community of Chimayó 
is centered around rich, time-honored artistic traditions, culinary customs, spiritual devotion and familial bonds. 

The renovation began in August of 2011 when Heritage Hotels and Resorts CEO, Jim Long, began forming partnerships with 
Chimayo’s community leaders and artists. Construction started in January, 2011 and completed in August 2011.  

“Chimayo is such a special place with a unique story and history.” Said, Jim Long, Heritage Hotels & Resorts CEO, “By 
partnering with the Chimayo community in this project, we hope to help inform visitors about the history and culture of 
Chimayo and to preserve the original community heritage for future generations.”   

A percentage of the hotel’s room revenue profits will be donated to the Chimayó Cultural Preservation Association 
(http://www.Chimayómuseum.org/public_html2/ccpa.html). This association works to preserve the culture of Chimayó by 
building an archive of historical photographs and documents, gathering oral histories, maintaining historic buildings and 
increasing community awareness of local history and culture.  

Visitors to Hotel Chimayó will encounter a variety of custom authentic artwork. More than 70 artists from Chimayó 
contributed to the hotel’s decor. Chimayó community members crafted 500 hand-made crosses from found materials to 
accent the fireplace mantels in each hotel room. Weavings designed and crafted by award-winning Chimayó artists adorn 
the lobby and hotel rooms. 

The hotel features a new bar and restaurant. Low ‘n Slow Lowrider Bar at the Hotel Chimayó de Santa Fe features authentic 
lowrider elements crafted by Chimayó specialists. Named after the book “Low ‘n Slow – Lowriding in New Mexico” by Jack 
Parsons and Carmella Padilla, the bar is designed to capture the essence of the low-rider culture ― its exuberance, style 
and artistry. On the street outside the bar will be an exclusive “Lowrider Only” reserved parking space. 

Tia’s Cocina New Mexican Restauranté at Hotel Chimayó de Santa Fe features rustic village foods prepared by Santa Fe’s 
renowned Chef Estevan Garcia in a family dining atmosphere. Heritage Hotels and Resorts has commissioned a Chimayo 
agricultural grower to produce the famous Chimayó chile, a small heirloom chile known for a distinctive robust flavor. (First 
chile crop available in the fall of 2011.) 

ABOUT HERITAGE HOTELS & RESORTS Heritage Hotels & Resorts offers a collection of culturally designed hotels in the southwest United States. Hotel 
Albuquerque at Old Town and Nativo Lodge are located in Albuquerque, NM, Hotel St. Francis, The Lodge at Santa Fe, and Hotel Chimayo de Santa Fe 
are located in Santa Fe, NM, Hotel Encanto is located in Las Cruces, NM and the golf resort, Esplendor Resort is located in Rio Rico, AZ.   

###  
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