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The light-colored stone and plaster work in the Hotel St. Francis lobby, which is lit by candles at night,
 was inspired by a monastic order of the Catholic church

The multimillion-dollar renovation 

of Santa Fe’s Hotel St. Francis has 

been completed, virtually reinventing the  

86-year- old building in the style of an Old World 

monastery-turned-boutique hotel. 

 In a less-is-more approach, the lobby of the 81-room 

hotel at 210 Don Gaspar has been left uncluttered 

with light colored tumbled travertine floor tiles, stone-

faced wainscoting and venetian plastered walls. A 

water filled stone basin resembling a baptismal font 

sits in the center of the lobby. Candles provide mood 

lighting at night. 
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“There’s a calming effect when you step 

across the threshold. It’s a pristine, almost 

spiritual-quality space,” said Jim Long of 

Albuquerque-based Heritage Hotels & 

Resorts Inc., the hotel operator. “The 

burdens of the world seem to drop away 

when you enter.” 

The unlikely inspiration for the makeover 

is the Franciscan Order, which was 

founded by the hotel’s namesake, St. 

Francis of Assissi. The result is a toned 

down, rather rustic interior decor. 

 Rooms have wood floors, something more 

common at bed and breakfasts. 

 “We had no idea that the hotel had these 

wood floors until after we started (the 

renovation),” Long said, adding that 45 

rooms now have plank floors. 

The loggia – the arcade in front of the 

building – serves as a pleasant place to 

people watch, chat with fellow guests and 

kick back 22-ounce lagers from the hotel 

bar steps away. The dinner menu features 

organic produce from farms primarily in 

northern New Mexico. The meat and fish 

were farm-raised. 

The hotel stayed open during the 

renovation, which started in early 

February and was largely completed in 

August, Long said. The exterior of the 

two- and three-story, 42,000-squarefoot 

building was not changed.


